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Abstract

This article is related to the environmental concerns in the Vedas -the oncient Indian treasure ofktowledge
which is believed to be sotrce of best possible human ideals. Yedas are said to be revealed to Indian seers.Tlte

thoughts presented in the Yedas are also perceived to be wlnlesome qtd all time respectable.The mornature
relationship lns been veTy cbsely reflected in these tdxis.The nodes of behniour h,ave also been presented . These

texts are tlieoretical and practical rcflections of Indiut seeri, The author lns very clearly and precisely presented

the environmental concerns reflected in the Vedas in thls article.
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"The men of firm intention bind that, the men who are well-versed in the knowledge ofAtharva-
veda bind that, which the men of anatomy and medicine being stong breakthrough the fort of tlisease-

creating things.,- Atharva-veda; Book X. VI.20

What has Man done to the only planet where he must live? In the infinite, eveFchamging Cosmos

the space where alone life could be sustained is Mother Earth. But look around and find out what we have

done to it. In the ftrme of competitive Nationhood, scientific advancement and material progress we have

come to a stage where holy or otherwise rivers are reduced.to becoming sewer lines, where potable water is

scarce, lush green fresh fruits are heavy with pesticides and the air that we inhale carries unsustainable anti-

life germs and killing particles. Life as such has become a misery because we have no time either to reflect

on the nature and purpose of life we live; or, to thank the Lord for His wonderfrrl creation which is meant

to be kept reasonably peaceful, friendly and pollution-free.

Having destroyed the Nature all around and making even the glaciers melt, we are very soon going

to clutter up the outer space too because of our unlimited greed for both lucre and power; and a stong
desire for killing instantly our potential enemies. When not engaged in killing each other or plotting to
conquer the weak, Man is frightfully busy discovering other solar systems that could be populated by the

power -hungry. We refuse to accept the reality that the only enemy Man has is Man himself.

There are a few questions that one needs to answer. Do we ever think that the only Reality is change

and the only certainty: Death? Time was when there was no Earth and there will again be Time when our

solar system itself will have disappeared along with the Earth. But so long as we live, it is our bounden

duty to protect it so ttrat Life could be sustained. Still we, the asharfrrl maqhluqat (the best of the Beings),

have not learnt enough to live in peace and remain in harmony with the world around us.

There is hardly anything new in what I am saying. Long before the civilizations grew and Man

learnt to conquer Nature there were men and women who taught us to live in harmony with the Nattre
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around us and teat all (both animate and inanimate) with respect and learn to be humble before the Unknown.
Long before others came to rcalize the value of environment the ancient Indians had perhaps intuitively
leamt that touble comes from unknoum sources and therefore it is better to take cari of the immediate
neighborhood first. This neighborhood is environmenl By definition 'environment, means . ffr"-uggr.gur,
ofcircumstances surrounding organisms or group oforganisms including the social and cultural roiidition,
affecting the nature of individuats or community." Hence, the followin! pruy"r,

"May the five tlpes ofmen" bom to offer (the butter of) affection, and eager to perfonn the sacrifice,
be pleased with my discharge of the fimction as an invoker; moy the eanh prieme us from the troubles
that cometrom heaven.

, "May yotr' spinning the thread of divine knowledge, follow the splendid light of the illuminator,
and protect the pathways well...

"The great river of life-conflicts flows alone, be alert; rise up, cross over, my friends; here let us
leave those who are uretched and hence unhappy; may we cross over (this river) to secure auspicious
bons." Rig-Veda X.54.5-7

The present write-up is addressed to tfrose who have a very vague idea of how knowledgeable the
ancient Vedic society was. In whatever form the Vedas have survived, tiey tell * ;"gh;;""t tf;, f.l"*r,
Life and the concerns of the ancient Indian. Since I have for my unite-up selected tfr. il; tfrrr.f*.1
have not presented an analysis of the archaeological findings of Indus Vull.y Civilization to show how the
urban populace of those times had evolved amazingly thJmost sophisticated and scientific urban water
supply system and also the sewage system. But the Vedic society is no less careful and knowledgeable
about the world around them. The Vedic Seers appear to have forlseen the catastrophe Man was fiety to
invite for his own destruction, therefore they had forewamed against indulging in such acts.

Experience informs us that mere knowledge is rarely enough to prevent trouble, and it is also t'e
that we rarely listen to reason until the catasfrophe takes over and we *i t.n with nothing Jr" iJrrgo.
In the modem high-tech world people have little time and even less patience to go deeper into any text even
when it might have enonnous value for one's guidance. Indeed, it is no longer clnsidered necessary to read
scriptures or may be it is even considered un-intellectual, if not infra dig, io ty discovering any p"articular
sense in reading them. Perhaps it is the job of a priest who is put paid foi nis services to read the same out
in bits and pieces on ceremonial occasions.

Indian historians took considerable time to discover the meaning and the message that the Vedas
carry and that too only when the Western scholars had started using ttre VeOas and theiriext for purposes
other than those ofmere scholarship. One must admit that it is the Wist that initially led the path back to o*
glorious past and furnished insight to find for us gems that had been lying hidden in the obscure homes of
the neglectbd but venerable scholars

The Vedas are correctly regarded as repositories of all knowledge and the acme of ancient Indian
wisdom. In them lie the seeds (at times the finished products) of orn modlrn knowledge. One should accept
the Vedas as ancient historical documents (and not mere liturgies), wherein the ancients have left for us
nuggets of their foresight to take guidance from. But it would be foolish to ty findtng principles of steam
e-nSine or-airplanes il them, I have no quarrel with a scholar who interprets the Vedas-aif.r"rrtty. For me
they are the foundation of knowledge and are not necessarily the finished products; true for ati times to
come. Yetthere is hardly any branch of knowledge viz. music, astonomy, physics, modem mathematics,
yog4 alternate medicine, philosophical systems, literature, gmmmar anAprosoay eic. whose foundations
cannot be traced back to them. Few know that the binary system, which gave birth to computer sciences,
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has its origins in the Vedas. The yoga and the alternate medicine, which is the current rage in the West" and

therefore in the East too, have also been the gifts of the Vedas. True, we have outgrown many of the

discoveries and findings. But there are numerous areasi of knowledge where we are still groping in the dark

alongside the ancients. In some ways the contemporary asfiophysics has brought us back to the Nasdiya

sukta to compar€ notes. Be that as it may, we share with them the desire to learn and discover.

Iproposeto cite here relevanthymns oneachofthe manifestedcontemporaryenvironmental conc€ns

from the text of the Vedas and show that the ancient Indians had the knowledge of the environmental

problems but their future progenies alas did not have the 'Will'to act. The message is clear. If we failed

once there is still time to mend our ways. This is the sole purpose of learning History. Historians as interpreters

of facts are capable of delivering subtle messages to the posterity.

Although all thc four Vodas wer€ $fpposed to have appeared simultaneously the corlmon belief is

that the Rig-Veda carne first. It is in this Veda that we see vayu or air being regarded as the soul of human

beings. They realized the value of the air and alked of its curative powers. "Lord vayu is the soul and spirit
of Indra and all olbr gods and living beings and is tbs seed ofthe world. Such a divine lord flows according

to its own Will. We can only bcs it btrt camot sce it. We bow before this lord Vayu.' Rig-Veda X.168.4.

Additionally they came to rcalize that air hsd its own curative powers. Therefore, they prayedo' O Vayu!

Bring your medicires and do armay with all frc ailmefits hcre because you are the only one who is full of
curative powers.' In the histtry oflndian phibryry ftcre is discrrsion about the evolution of the concept

ofAtrra or the sourpe of life, which was at different point in time was variously identified with air, water,

food etc. Even now we call soul as prana vayu. Since they rated all these elements as divine and identified
with soul or life itsef, it was unimaginable for them to have even thought of polluting any one of these.

In terms of Wbstern history this concern dates back to 19t62 when Rachel Carson wrote Silent
Spring.This boot focused on the enormity of ecological damage brought about by industrial waste being

dumped into ttre rivers. Then came the papers by Barbara Ward and Rene Dubois in 1972 "Only One

Earth.'Their project had been funded by UNDP. It brought to the fore the conflict between biosphere of
Man's inheritance and the techno-sphere of His creation. Since then the voices of concern for the safe

upkeep of this creation have not been silenced. The concem clearly is about keeping the environment

livable. The express desire is for striking a balance between material prosperity and human sustenance. The

'Club of Rome' 
-funded 

by independent scientists, too has shown similar concerns and proposed almost

identical schemes to sustain life on this planet

The 'Limits to Growth,'brought outnlgT2,reported research findings based on a data collected at

global scale on a mathematical model. The model predicted Doom and stated that continued resource

shortages, crowding, pollution, famines etc will soon contol current trends in population growth, natural

resource exploitation and capital investnent in agriculture. As expected the model was heavily criticized.
Since then the problem remains whe,re it was seen for the first time. As of today the problem is whether or
notbased on non-renewable resources is it possible to maintain a certain rate of sustained growttr forever?

We should remember that when academic concerns cross over the bounds ofpolite drawing room discussions,

it is no longer possible to remain ideologically neuhal. Today's dialogue about global wamring has entered

precisely the same stage as I mentioned above. We are no longer ideologically neutal.

The Indian concern for the environment is as old as our civilization's origins. But did the ancients

understand the meaning ofthe term (environment'? Perhaps they did. But then what exactly do we mean by
this term. "The environment (after all) is sum total ofwater, air and land, inter-relationships among themselves
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and also with the human beings, other living organisms and propeny." This definition appears in the

Environment @rotection)Act, 1986. ;r'

In modern terminology if one wanted to bave a comprehensive knowledge ofthe zubject the minimum

requirement is to go through severat stages of a variety of subject areas; such as Botany, Tnology, Micro-

biology, Genetics, Geology, Bio-chemisfiy, Bio-tecbnolory, Oceanography,Atnospheric science, Statistics

etc. Iiwould appear as Aougn we hold the view that if the ancients spoke ou all these subjects with equal

command like us then alone-they would be considered knowtedgeable enorrgh for our good failing whiclu

let us keep them under covers for a few recluses and the longly.
I

Let us exarrine the Vedas on all these courts all th(i salne.

For instance, see in this quote a desire that we have in common with the ancients, i.e. work so that

one could *eif one's physical needs and an airy house to live in "I resort to agriculture and craft for

removing poverty'and ministering happiness to all. May I feet joy rn dgme{ic life! May our houses be

sufficiently commodiow, aiq/, nrtry .o*fott tle, and built in the middle of an open space" Yajurved4

chapter 1.11

For an obvious ieason an individual engaged in agpiculture knows the value of timely and plentiful

rain. In this sense we have not outgrown this basic requirement.
..Let us see with respect that eartlr, which loves the rains and is looked after by the clouds, in which

is grown food grains like rice and barley, and where live all the fotr castes, and the other five types of

people. Atharvaveda/ t2 I I I 42

As one reads the Vedas one is made to realize that the ancients suffered from the same weaknesses as

ure do, but they prayed to get rid of them through sustained efforts called the yagnas. For them," the yagna

keeps away trtl inirner, ,rLm and sweetens G speech, is productive of foodstuffs and is the bestower of

knowledge and vigor." Yajurveda ch.l.I6

We see in the following few pages the type of knowledge they had of the Nattre and its capacities.

They desired that wg do not tirsgress Uouodariis and remain within acceptable limits to avoid catastrophe.

See here theirlmddedge about fire / heat. 
^ .. ^ r rr _^.cL--_:_^_ ^_*I describe the special features of Fire. It takes every type oimatter forward. It softens iron 9re 

etc. it

bums ,;rq,lhi"g. It emits light. It beautifies. It is set up before everything else. It performs many fr[rctions

and is ur.a A*irrg many *ulriti"r. It is an instrumenlfor athacting attention, giveand take and for food

preparation. Fire create, i*id" earth all varieties of gems and ores like gold, silver, irorl and diamonds"'

Rig-vedal/l
In the following quote the reader could see that they had knowledge ofVaastu and were fully acquainted

with the powers of the Nature's Elements.

"o h*b*d and wife! we want to construct a house for you; that is fully lighted by the stong rays of

the Sun. For Sun is shong and capable of giving happiness yielding lighf'. Rig-veda/l 115516

r, About the Solar energY theY saY:

..Learn carefully about the presence of Vaishvianar Fire in us all. The same Agnil Fire is located in all

worlds and the saure is working tluough Vaishwanar Sun doing atl hinds olwoth such os producing light,

growth of plan6 erc Rig-Ve dal ll98ll
Here is a hymn from yajurveda eoom.92), which talks of the functions of Sun: "Just as the Sun,

set in Heaven, the benefactor of humanity, increasing in power on Earth, ripens medicines and grows food,

removes darkness of night with his lusture, shines fortl} soihould ye dispel ignorance...".
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'oJust as lightning destroys insects ttrat disturb sleep and spread disease, let us eqioy all the fruits and

favors granted to us by the Sun and the wind and thereby let us feel safe against Natgre gods." Rig-Vedal
t0l36t4

Or read their knowledge about the rclationship of Sun with the fonnation of clouds and feeding rivers with
plentiful water:

"O Gurudev! Just as stongo light-emitting Sun atfracts the waters of these rivers toward itself and
having done so distibutes them through clouds all over again on the land, so do you athact students and
insfiuct them with Eclaf'. Rtg 7 /34/ l0

The Seers therefore enjoin us to learn to "Respect that special Guru who is powered by education,
who is familiar with the work ofAgni, Vaayq Sun and other deities and knows all a-bout the names, places
and the births. You should respect those Gurus too who und€rstand the speed of air and the lightening and
who can tell you the exceptional ways to salvation. "Rig-veda/7/ 5g/ I

They offer a lesson or two in human psychology for compassion toward one and all.
"fr,Iay that intellct u&ich is imide me lA that be full of feelipgs of welfare for others! It is because of

thatthe industrious, reflective and patient men work to gain both knowledge and thr ;;t;, ;l;;*rk"
19 give c.h1it1'^wgnhin gq& ad rlmk fcmr*rnl b€nefit, and that which is located in all living beings."
Yajvrrqedal34D

"Even as all spokes in a uful are joined together in the center may my intellect also carry feelings
of welfqp for others because of the coming in,oJknowledge from the Rigveda the proper methods of
actions from the Yajurveda and of worship io* trt sarnvedll.6;;d" ill;

We could see their corrcem for the education of all, more particularly of guls. At least in this serise
they were far atread of us. While discussing methods of insruction, ttre Selrs allso tatk of how to practice
witing. Incidentally, the following lines throw light on a historically disputed domain. Few historians
dispute the fact that the Vedic people had no script and therefore uniting was unknown to tftri. iruppor"
it is possible to resolve that contentious issue whether or not the ancienti knew how to write, what to write

' andttre lack or otherwise of a script. The fact that they knew about tle written word can be established even
othenvise. For instance, onthe Oe-erits ofgambtnjthe Rigveda (l0l 34/ 2) says that the faces ofthe dice
canied written qmbols. At another place, viz. Rig-ve darcl62l7 there is a mention that the ears ofthe cows
have the number 8 unitten on them.

Additionally, these lines also showthat education ofgirls was common and prevalent. Intheir opinion
female teachers are better teachers than their male counterparts.

"O girl students! Just as intelligent teachers intoduce uniting and reading of letters withthe help of
fingers, you should know lady teachers who know innumerable subjects and possiss immeasurable learning.

Igl-y,:* balanced development such an intelligent teacher will herself *ut 
" 

all arrangements" Rig-veda/
7/ts/9

- Incasethis is not enoughto establishtheirknowledge about language / linguistics then see elsewhere
theymentionthatmere reading isneverenoughbecausepeople learnaiapLe whichdiffersfrom individual
to individual:

"A few do not understand the secret of the language even after reading it, a few others do not realize
the reality even after listening to it but there are others for whom the language presents her true form as
does a beautiful bedecked bride reveals herself before her husband.'Rigveda tOt Ztt+
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.olanguage through its own symbols explains the wide expanse g{lrowlgdge and is able to illumine

all intelligence fully. Tierefore, one should put language to good use." Rig-vedall3ll3l

We see here the functions of language per se and its symbolic nature. It perhaps holds a lesson or two

t"t *t 
#;;o?. ilil:n say about the nature of the universe (cosmology) / asrophysics that we live

in? We may have advariced in varied ways but about the origin of the galaxies, stars and planets we are still

nowhere being close to certainty. Even today we have not gone beyond the realm of conjectures in ntrmerous

academic areas such as astrophysics for instance; then how could we expect loe ancients to be definitive

about their knowledge, who d"ittit ty nua no access to the present day scientific instruments, which make

a Hawking so knowiedgeable and riatively certain? According to T ancienf the universe consisted of

three regiJns- the earfr @rithvi), heaven (dyauh), and the intemrediate world or the antariksha. We are

familiarwiththe term ruttlt, but notwith dyauhbecausethis is onetermwhichwas employedto denote the

vault of tlre sky, which is the place where the sun and the stars shine. They had an id6a that there was an

invisible world too where these stars and the sun retired after their daily rituaV duty was over. :

The Rigvedic hymns sporadically mention the abodes of padam of Agni, (1.72.2),Indra Pusan

(1.162,2),Vistnu 1t, t\+,qetc. In teality they appear to !{nk that the universe consisted of four regrons.

The name of the fourth regron is Satya Lok. Read Rg . (1.35.2),which says "Causing immortal and mortal

to rest, God Savit retumel (to his a6ode) by way of the Satya Lok (i.e. invisible) world; he comes on the

golden chariot observing the worlds." The Satya Lok was considered the abode of Brahma' the Creator.

ih. lut , day developmlnts have only added certain more Loks to the list. Only as a passing reference I
mentionherethe sevenloksthatthePuranastalkabout. FromBhu-lokupwards are Bhuvarloh Svar-Lolq

Mahil Lolg Jan Lolq Tapo-Lok and the Satya Lok. Similarly, by that time the idea of seven rnether' worlds

had also grown and deviloped. They were called atal, sutal, vital, and patal etc. according to the depths at

wtrich different unwanted creatures supposedly lived.

Numerous references are made daily to the unusually wonderful understanding these Rishis had of

the origin of the Creation, especially to the scientificity of their observations. For instance, the subject of

Creation interested these Rishis immensely. The Riryeda talks of it in the Hyrnn l0l 12917 and Yajurveda

in l0/ l29t 3 etc. It does umaza one to imagine that even without the benefit of any of the'modern

equipments and gadgets they could be, at times, so precise in their observations. For instance, the Vedas

hold the view that in'tlrc beginning there was nothing but darkness. It was the state ofNafire, which could

drown all without a tace. That eitensive Nature, which is hidden in the Cause form, the same with the

shinning glory of the divine God appears in the physical form as its effect. Compare this piece with the

findings of modern astophysics and take your own decision'

Read the Nasdiya Sukta and feel sgrprised at the latent modemity of reasoning and logic:

..What was the state during the Pralaya or total annihilation? Who is the Creator? What was the

principal cause of Creation and what its principal instrument? During Pralaya there wasi no evil or good nor

iiA tn atoms fill the horizons? What was shrouded and by what? Who was the Protector? Did only the

deep seas exist?

There was no death nor was there any life. Even the day and night had not taken birth. The lone

Creator breathed without any life breath by his own will. Nothing superior existed beyond him.

In that dark existed, the un-manifested Nature like seamless water. Everything looked small before

Him. Nature gnduatty manifested itself because of the austerities of the Supreme Being.'Rig'Veda 10/

129 i-v
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ADesire was 
luperimposed on what existed in the fonn of inner self during pralaya. The seers couldthus realize that the Good was latent in the Evil even as the lightlr i" tlt 

-l;il^Th. 

"r.ution 
could arise outofthe un-maniftsted Nati*e. slanted bright rays rp,,J;;f",lt;;;;;;;; soul and the Nattne. rwhat

was below was as amazing as the one ,tho oould serve as receptacles for that anrazing semen above. If onewent deep into ttre description ofthe origins ofthe Creation itself, *. ttutt a"uriog with the eternal questionsof Philosophy whose definitive answers continue to elude us. Our understanding of the Reality is as romotetoday as it was when the ancients were trying to grapple wittr it.
In a hymn the seer says," One thlng thst is beyond this world is matter, the material cause of thisworld, another thing even beyond this is the soul w.hich'is remote in rareness and not within reach ofordinary man." (Atharvaveda, Book V )O. Vg
krterestingly, the Atharvaveda carries a section on the vaastusastr+the art and scicnce ofarchitecture.

Here are a number of hymns ttrat talk of Gd bcing present i" u tr*rioom school or the eight-roomschool' one cannot imagine of a thrcc noorns ot rigtit ;"";ffidi"; *i io'ilpr* measurements andeven building materials.

- 
*Like fts enimal bcat in thc body aod foctw iir the vromb I, the master of the house live in the

houses, which are built with two wings, four wing$ ,i* *ingr, .tgil;oi;;;;;##ffffiil;
measuremento Atkvavoda I g&nt

- In fact, so great is the insisence on trc poper meesur€Nnent ofthc size of thc roours and the acc'rate
mixture of mortar that one could serious.lr rft ti,irki"g .il;*h;il;;;;-;rlr ;bdffi;il"ffi, *,
contractor in that socicty too. onc wouli be amazed tJ t"J;b#;;;;;;, desire," *.t l6hrt"i

that are necessary 
-!r a large room. The mention is oretecticif, *a uro of teaching aids. Imust say I have failed to be specific bccatrsc I do nof know wbether this lightis n* IiSg.iag aad,toacfihg

1!s somethingveryelementaryandhighlyprimitiveincharacter. Thesehyinstfi;r;t";;",It"J""ra"
91 3/l andg/3lll and many more. The fact that God is present in all theseclassesolthe school does suggest
that schooling was canied on in built enclosures and not under the shade of the trees o: in the herrritages
only.

It is not quite correct that all gurus had equal competence. But in terms of their insistence on respect
thereisnearunanimity.The impressionthatwehave isttrratthe Gunrdidnot ctrarge i;.;M;il;i* aia*,
do so in the beginning. But no student could leave the residence ofthe teacher withbut payrng the appropriate
amount in terms of tuition fees/ grru-dal$hina.

On pupil's return home the following hynn specifically desires that the teacher should make some
relaxation in the stict rules that one followed.

*O the best Guru! The restrictions that you bad imposed on us regarding food, sensualrty and travel,
please relax them now. o luminous with knowledge, Guudev! we ,h;li ;;;r;;;;;r'.ll ;;;;
watas, and shall continue studying wiih unbrok*;gi-d ,rrr v.a*rl,i* t'iitz 

vvwr vv qr urw

In fact, there is a mention that at the time of leaving the Ashram the student does say that he would
like to know about the timc one could leave the school and when does he invite the teacher home. Atharvaveda
(nlsl26)describes how glorio* trt"ttoa;b"kr;;;;;;il;;;;;.;.r;;.rrvruw'r\'r4rY'lvesi.

But here is one manba whereinthe teacherrefuses to be admircd by a sfudent whomhe regards to be
a fool.

I do not like your praise because you cannot repeat properly even those lessons thuihuu, already been
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taught.Yotr, who are famous amongst fools, I do not like any praise from you. I would much prefer you
becoming properly educated and earn reputation than what you are Right now. That would enhance my
reputation." Rig-Veda/ 7 /2U 5

"The teachers who teach at the lower levels and offer expertise may they improve and grow. Thos6
that teach at the middle and higher stages let tlrem too progress and develop. The teachers of Som-knowledge
let tbem too progress. [,et all these teachers teach'us the techniques and methods of prayer and the yagnas.
Besides these teachers, those who know the techniques ofthe yagnas and are aware ofthe way the Universe
was created and are fipe from crookedness and have long lives may they too impart us instruction." Rig-
Veda/ l0/l5ll.

Let us now take an example of their concern for keeping rivers free from pollution:
*O God! Cast aside the vile man who pollutes rivers..." says the Yajurveda )OO(, 8 and the hymn

goes on to command,n'Nishad's son" hankering after libidinous women; a degraded arrogan! friend of
personharmful like atiger; anuneducatedpersonattachedtolowdancingand singingwomen; thedemente4
given to the application of magical rites; an untrustworthy person who befriends the serpents and fools, a
non-garnbler, who creates unnecessary excitement; a woman who creates split among the Pishachas, the
thorny who favors tlre freebooters."

. Iook at the way they desire the tees to be protected,o'Ho, who rears the trees by erecting barriers
round them...conduces to our happiness." Yajuweda )OC45

Read Yajuroeda and see how in chapter )O(II, hymns after hymns prg talking of protecting oneself
against the physical ailments and blesses those that help prcserve environment. Hymn 5 in the chapter
admires one who "protects beautiful objects like the Earth." The next hymn is even more explicit "Make
the best use of fire. Take medicines. Derive joy from drinking water. Enjoy well the wamrth and light ofthe
Snn. Have knowledge of air and vital breaths. Perform yagoin fre."

They knew that "The Sun moves singly and alone. The moon is brought to life again. Fire is the
remedy of cold. Earth is the vast field for production." Yajurveda Ch.)OOtr. 46

To the questions:" What luster is like the Stm's light? What lake is equal to the Sea"?,What is more
spacious than the Earth? What things beyond measure?" The reply is given in the next hymn."Yajurveda
ChJQilII. 48 / *God is luster like the sun. Heaven is a flood to match the sea. Sun is vaster than the Earth.
Beyond all meastre is speech." It is difficult to find an answer better than this one from a Seer. 

l

I now cite from Yajurveda Chapter)O(V wherein the Seers talk of birds and anirnals and their
athibutes and characteristics and where io locate them. The loving manner in which they talk ofthese birds
and animals merely underlines the fact that they knew their beans about environment and wished to protect

it These hyrrns begin from nunrber 1l and continue up to 40. There is not a single animat known to a
veterinarian practitioner that is not described along with its typicd characteristics. Read for instance, hynn
18 "The animals ofpeace-loving parents are smoke *olored and ofbroumish hue. The animals ofparents
who sit in assembly forpropitiating yagras are brown and smoky-lookipg." The next hynn commands" O
men, bting into use the pre-mentioned agricultural animals" thencomes the knowledge cifthg experts. "An
expert in the knowledge of animals finds Kapinjalas in spring, Spanows in sunmer; Parhidges in the
Rains; Quails inAutumr5 Kalfias in Winter and Vikaras in the Dewy season." The rishis describe also the
uses of eaph animal according to the class of people for whom they are intended. It is not possible to
reproduce all the hymns to show the knowledge of the Seers or their desire to preserve all these species but
it is perhaps enough if we appreciate their knowledge and perception from the following hytnn (40):
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"Rhinoceros selves all warriors in prcparing their shield; the Black Dog, the long-earedAss. The Hyenas
are used for protection against the demons; the Boar is for the king who wants to tear asunder his enemies;
the Lion is swift like air; the Chameleon, the Pippaka, the Vultures are used for making arrows; the spotted
Antelope is'used for preparing mrigshalas for the leamed people..

The next chapter QOff) opem with a hymn for protecting all objects worthy of desire. Read this
hymn in totality, "Leam for the teeth the act of biting; from the gums the method of frotection; from tooth-
sockets the way of pounding; sharpness from the fangs. Use the tongue tip for a leamed utterance; learn the
act of uprooting from the tongue; the use ofpalate by crying slowly; chew with both the jaws; drink water
with the mouth. Acquire the knowledge of oo"ing semen from testicles. Recognize the Aadityas from the
bear-d; know the path from the eyebrows; know the sun and earth from their motion; lightening from the
pupils of the eyes. Observe celibacy for the protwtion of the semen; acquire knowledge tt*ough high
character. Objects womh acceptancc are wordry of preservation. Objects after one's desire should not be
resisted. Don't show disrespect to your own men. Friends and relation should be fostered."

Whatever else may have been the motive of these Seers in commanding Man to worship God and
perform yagnas, onc thing is ccrtain. Thcy lwsr well their e,nvironment and wished to protect it.

What better could one offer in rcnns their undersknding of the Nature's cycle around them than the
following quote:

*When the clouds qrltivate fu €et.b with its waters; then winds are blown (for the rain to fall),
lightening is stnrclq vegetation come$ to life and grows, sky porns the raindrops and the earth then gets
ready for the welfare of the world.' Rig-Veda Slg3l4

We should remember that they wrote an entire Veda on the science 9f medicine called the Atharva-
v9f. They went into details how a herb has to be identified and then they describe its properties for
different aitnents. They achieved and left behind knowledge of an almost.fully developed medical science,
which is currently proving to be helpful to the entire Mankind. Therefore they had prayed, ..O God, create
a man of iron detenirination for the implementation of a vow.....a forest i"*a 

^fot'tft 
protection of a

forest.. and drive away a forest burner contemplating the destnrction of junsGs." Yajurvedu" Ctr )OO( 19
one might as well put a question: "What else does a forest officer do othir than piotecting a forest and
preserving wild animals and their habitat under his charge?" In the same chapter ofthe yajur-Veda in hymn
10 the seer prays *O God create a physician for purifring our body with the eradication of disease; an
astonomer for the advancement ofknowledge; an inquisitive man full of cravings for knowledge; an extra-
inquisitive man for desire of exta-knowledge; and a question-solver for estabiishing moral iaw,If read
closely one can see the hymn telling us that all knowledge is located in curiosity and for exta knowledge
one has to put in exfa effort.

'oO Spiritual juice (of wisdom and devotion) thou hast been prepared carefully for the soul. Let

lit:T.t stay.q together with the fiends of lust, anger, greed, pride andjealousy." Samaveda Hymn. 561
This hymn cleady states that "those who are double-tongued or crooked, .*rroi tane aJigfrt;dtirki"g
thee." It would be clear to the reader that disease or physical aihnent is as good as being crooked or a
doublespeak. It is much better to avoid them both. It is only then that "ttrose *ho *, of calm nature like the
rays of the moon, (will) be full of sfrength and wealth of wisdom.,,

I cite here a hymn (Samaved4 I E37) that has been interpreted differently by two scholars of eminence
viz. Satvalekar and Griffiths, whose two versions are given below. Meanwhite the reaOer should als o realize
that it is quite cornmon for the hymns being interpreted differently by different scholars. This is precisely
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what I wrote in the beginning about the difficulty of agreeing on the common meaning of a hynn or even of
a single word. The Vedas can be read for different purposes, as they are capable of giving morc messages

than one can imagine. In fact, it is impossible to understand everything they say and why do they say what

they actually say. Majority of the Indians regard thern as revealed books because no hurnan being could

have been so wise as to cover all themes and subjects, besides all aspects of human life as they do. Probably

for this reason alone tlnt F. Ma:r Muller wrote the following:

"What can be more tedious than the Veda" and yet, what can be more interesting, if once we know

that it is the first word spoken by the Aryan man?

The Veda has a two-fold interest: it belongs to thg history of world and to the history of India. As
long as man continues to take interest in the history of his raceo and as long as we collect in lib.raries and

museums the relics ofthe former ages, ttre first place in that long row of books which contain the records of
the Aryan branch of mankind, willbelong forever to the Rigveda."

So much for the glory of theVcdal ! This praise comes from a man who learned Sanskit and tanslated
the Vedas only to make Hindus Christians.

Be that as it may, the first interpretation is of Satvalekar:

1. "O Omnipresent Divine Mother! Thou art source of happiness. So endow us with sfrength and

pleasure of great vision (realization) offruth."

2. Griffith's tanslation:- * Yea waters, ye bring healttr,ind bliss; so help ye bring health and bliss
ye us to energy that we may look on great delight.'

It is interesting to note that this hymn has something,tg do, with water. In the next hlmn the reason

why water is mentioned here is made clear. Because water is known to be the sourc€ of life as it is one ofthe
five elements or tatva that constitute tife and at the same time water is also a cure for numerous diseases

even if used singly.

The hymn number 1638 from Samaveda has trro meanings. One is an external meaning and the
other internal. The external meaning is as follows: "O water! l,et your most prosperous juice be ministered
to us in this world with the readiness that affectionate mothers apply to their infants.o' ,, 

"

The other interpretation is spiritual in character." O Divine Mother! May thy most auspicious juice

of bliss be ministered to us in this world with the readiness that affectionate mothers supply to their infants.'o

The next hymn tatks of water being used for removing diseases. It is significant that the use ofwater
as a medicine was known to them and therefore it becomes even more meaningful that this water has to be

clean or pollution free. Look at it from an ordinary person's point of view bythe time the Seers came to
vniting the Atharvaveda they had leamt through experimentations as well as through empirical evidence

the crnative value of the usages of both herbs and lotions including water. This Veda is a living testimony
to the fact that science grows only empiricalty. And the seeds of modern laboratories were first grown in the
Vedas. This is one History lesson that one should learn from reading the Vedas.

To end the write-up I cite the Rig-Veda X.l/ 46
*Lady of the Forest! Lady of the Forest!

Who seems to vanish from sight in the distance?

Why do you never come to the Village?

Surely you are not afraid of us.
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When the grasshoPPer rePlieg

To the lowing of the cattle,

As thoughto the sound oftiirkling bells,

The lady of the Forest makes merr)'.

. Sometime you catch a glimpse of her, and think it is cattle grazng

Or a house, far awaY

And at the evening you hear the Lady of the Forest

" Like the distant sound of moving wagorxi.

Her voice is as the sound of man qalling his'cattle.

Or as the crash of a felled tree,

If you stay in the forest in the evening

You will hear her like a far voice of crying.

But the Lady of the Forest will not slay

Unless an enemy draws near

She eats the sweet wild fruits

And then she rests wherever she will
Now I have praised the Lady of the Forest'

Who is perfumed with balm dnd fragrant

Who is well-fed although she tills not

The mother of all things of the wild.

And what greater respect could Man show towards all the elements of Mother Nature than the

pftryer from Yajurvi dar36tl7 for peace or recite the Shanti mant4 which desires that 'let there be peace in

the heaven, horizons-where the Earth and sky meet, peace in the vegetation" peace on eartb, peace in

everything' etc., and this prayer is always sung at the end of any holy anushthan or ceremony and this

Shanti mantra may be accepted as the ultimate for any'environmentalist.

Note: This articte was published in the book 'society and Environmcntat Ethics'as part of literature published

in Fbst International Conference on Environmental Ethics Edncuion (ICEEE) held on 1617 November,

2008 u Banmas Hindu Ilnivenity, The orticle has been pablished here with the consent of Prof.RHSkgh

and the Organizers of the conference.We arc gateful to all of themfor their hind consent .


