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Abstract

The present irwestigationwas tmdertakento compare the social competence mdattinde tuwatds computer

amongmdergraduate students. For this purpose, descriptive survey We ofresemchwas used. Datawas collected

from randomly selected 320 mderyra&nte students of the wbm and rural areas of l{anpw in Unm Prodesh

(U.P.) . Social competence scale and Computer attitude scale were administered on the selected sample .The result

showed thot Social Competence of Underyraduate male students was more than that of Underyraduate female
students. SocialCompetence of Undergrduate (Irbm studentswas mote thatthdofUndergrafinte Rural students.

Significant differmce was fotmd in attitude towmds compruter between Undergraduate wban and rwal students

but there was no signiticant diference between male andfemale students.
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The success of an individual in the society depends largely upon the extent to which he has acquired

the richness and potency of social competence desirable for his self-actualization, growth and development.

For a successful interpersonal interaction, a high order social competence is an essential disposition of an

individual. Social competence refers to the social, emotional, and cognitive skills and behaviors that student

need for successful social adaptation. A student's social competence depends upon a number of factors

including the student's social skills, social awareness, and self-confidence.

Four tlpes of attitude toward computers are thought to be important for end userc: anxiety or fear of
computers; confidence working with computers; computer liking or enjoyrng working with computers; and

the perceived usefulness of computers in present or future work. The main and the most urgent problem of
the attitude towards computer is that all students have different level of computer usage abilities, and it is
very difficult to address all students need through one basic computer course, therefore students might be

grouped according to their computer usage level and take computer courses based on their levels. This
might help students to improve their computer attitude and social competency.

Need and Importance of study

Francoise (2009) arnlyzedthe conceptual approaches to competence and practice in competence

managementinFrance.Itwas foundthatthe conceptual approachto competence is formallycomprehensive
and incorporates key dimensions ofthe other dominant competence models. Cheung,C.K &L,Tak(2010)
in their quasi-experimental study found that Character education is supposed to meet eady adolescents'

need for sfiengthening social competence. Sunha" K. (2009) examined the effects of computer access and
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computer use on'the science achiwement of elementary school studelrts. The results revealed tbat access to

and purposeful computer use had positive effects on the science perfomrance of Engtish-
speaking students. Yavuj, E.(2009) compared the effects of paper-based and connputer-based concept
mappings on computerhardware achievement, computer anxiety anA computer attituOe of Orlright grade
secondary school students. The findings indigate that paper-based and computer-based concept-mafping
strategres produce better results than the conventional method. Zippy,E., et al (2010) indicatedihat the use
oftechnologies as teaching aids and tools for self-study is influenced by students; attitqdes toward computers
and their applications. Cristiaru P. (2011) estimated the etrect of home *rnpotor ;;-rhtil ;;JJrr"*,
outcomes. The presence of parental rules regarding computer use and ho,merrork appear to mitigate the
effects of comprrter ownership, zuggesting that,parental monitoring and zuperviri* a1"y Ue iiportant
mediating factors. These studies revealed'that the neatirents ditrerentially and significantly aeect puticipane'
social competence and attitude towards computer.

But no studyhave been undertaken to compare the social competence and attitude towards computer
among undergraduate shrdents. So the present study foouses specffically on the socioderrographic variables
like gender, age and field of study had any effect on social competencc and comptrter pro-rt"o among
Uadergraduate stude|ils. Thepresent studyalsotiesto reveal ifthere are differepces inthe social competence
anit attitude towards comptter among male and female as well as rrual and,nt* rt ra*tr. lt rfso$forea
the possibility of being able to predict students' cgmputer characteristics from computer effiqacy, cohput-er
anxiety and demographic variables. Computer Sciencc is the fr,ontier of all the sftg;o1s, * r"ro*h *iriry

,,in computer science is the most eff-ective prccess to make people and,soci*y stonger in all the aspects.
Computer Science research is extremely fast growing field-. So investigatot'n* rnor* this area for.tne
sfirdy.

Objectives ef thc rtudy
1. To compare the Social Competence of Undergraduate.Male and Female students.

, 2. To compare the social competence of undergraduiteurban aqdRural stodgnts.

, ' 3. To compare theAttihrde torrygrds ComputerofUndeBiadilateilVlale and Female strOrots.
4. To compare the Attitude towards Computer of Undergradrrate Urban and Rural shrdents. ,;

Hypotheses

l. There is no significant difference between the Social Competence of Undergraduafe Male and, Female students. -

2. There is no significant difference between the Social Competence ofUndergradgate Urban and
Rural students.

3. There is no significant difference between the ComputerAttitude of Undprgraduate Male and

4. There is no significant difference betweenthe ComputerAttitude of Undergraduate Urban and
Rurat students. :

Methodolory

The detais of the method used for this study are given below.

Method of the study: Descriptive Survey method of research was used.

Population of the study: Population of the present study involves the Undergraduate students of
Higher Educational instihrtes of urban and Rtral areas of Kanpur.
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Sinple ofthe study :In this study the investigator used the simple random technique ofhobability
sampling. It was Undeqgraduate students to take at least 320 students for final analysis of strdy. For this
pqpose 15 institutes were selected randomly by lottery method. There wetre 160 mate and ldO female
Undergraduate students in sanrple.

Tools : The following tools were used forthis study:

1. Dr. Sharma" Shukla & Shukla's Social Competence scale was uspd to measure the Social
competence of Undergraduate students. Test-Retest reliability of th.e tool was 0.67.lthas been
validated against Kohn's Social Compete,nce scale at the extent of r.84.

2. Dr. Tatrira Khatoon & Monika Shama's Computer Attitude scale was used to measue the
Computer Attitude of the Undergraduate strdents.

Statistical technique applied : In this study t-test was used to compare the social competence and
Attitude towards Computer among Undergraduate students.

Analysis and Interpnetation

Hlpothesis- wise details of the.analysis and interpretation has been given below.

IIol: Thene is no sig.ifieant diffenence between Social Competence of Undergraduate male
and femalc studcnts.

To test above Null Hpothesis, t- Test was used and the results are shown in the table-l as below:

Table 1: Comparison betvveen the Social Competencrc of Undergraduate male and female
students.

,S.Na Yoriables N Mean ,S.D. df hValae Level of Significance
l. MaleStudents 160 L94.41 15.82

318 4.21 Significant at 0.01 level
2. FemaleStudents 160 186.50 L7.69

Table-l clearly shows that mean score of Male Students is 194.41 and mean score of Female
Students is 186.50. S.D. of Male Students is 15.82, and S.D. of Female Students is 17.69. The calctrlated
valuewas4.2l andcheckedatlevel0.0l. Thiswasabovetablevalue of2.59. SoNullHlpothesis-l was
reJected.

Ho2: There is no signifrcant difference between Social Competence of UnderEraduate Urtan and
Rural students. . ,.

To test above Null Hpothesis, t-test was used and the results are shown it ttre table-2 as below:

Table 2: Corhparison between the Social Competence of Undergraduate Urban and Ruratstudents.

Table -2 shows that mean of Urban Students is 192.90 and mean of Rural Students is 186.28. S.D.
of Urban Students of colleges is15.42, and S.D. of Rural Students is 19.32. The calculatedvatuewas 3.41
and was checked at level 0.01. This was above table value of 2.59. So Null Hypothesis-2 was rejected.
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,S. Na Yoriables N Meon .S.D. df t-YaIue Level of Signiftcance

1. UrbanStudents 180 192.90 15.42
318 3.41 Significant at 0.01 level

2. RtnalStudent 140 186.28 19.32
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IIo3: There is no significant difference between the Computer Attitude of UndetEraduate

male and female students.

To test above Null Hpothesis, t- test was used and the obtained results have been shown in the

table 3 as below.

Table-3 : Comparison between the Attitude towards Computer of Undergraduate male and female

students.

,S. Na. Variables N Mean ,S.D. df t-Yalue Level of Signiliconce

1. UrbanStudents r60 82 LI.52
318 1.53 Not Significant

2. Ruralstudent r60 80 11.82

Table-3 shows that Mean of Male Students is 82 and Mean of Female Students is 80. S.D. of Male

Students of colleges is 11.52, and S.D. of Female Students is I1.82. The calculated value was 1.53 and was

checked at level 0.01. This was below the table value of 2.59. So, Null Hlpothesis related to this was

accepted,
, IIo4- There is no significant difference betweenAttitude towards Computer of Undergraduite

Urban and Rural students'

To test'above Null Hypothesis, t- Test was used and the results are shown it the tabte -4 as below.

Table.4: Comparison between the Attitude towards Computer of Undergraduate Urban and

Rural students.

,S. Na Voriobles N Meon ^S.D.
df t-Valut Level of Signilicance

1. UrbanStudents 180 82.72 11.59
3r8 3.19 Significant at 0.01 level

2. Rtralstudent 140 80.51 1 1.91

1 Table4 shows that mean score of Urban Students is 82.72 and mean score of Rural Students is

Zg.5l. S.D. of Urban Students of colleges is 11.59, and S.D. of Rural Students is 11.91. The calculated

value was 3.19 and at level 0.01 it was above table value of 2.59. So Null Hypothesis was rejected.

Findings of the studY

The analysis, interpretations given above led to the'following findings:

l: There is significant difference between the Social Competence of Undergraduate male and

female studints. Social Competence ofUndergraduate male students ale more than Undergraduate

: female students.

Z. There is significant difference between the Social Competence of Undergraduate Urban and

Rural stujents. Social Competence of Undergraduate Urban students are more than

Undergraduate Rural students.

i. There is no significant difference between the Attitude towards Computer of Undergraduate

male and female students.

4. There is significant difference betweentheAttitude towards Computer ofUndergraduate Urban

and Rrual students. Computer Attitude of Undergraduate Urban students is more than

UndergPaduate Rural students'
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Discussion of the results

Social competence presents problems for conceptualizatronand assessment. At times, people have
tied to circumvent these problems by defining competence in terms of specific capacities or rkilr, *itl,
the consequence that the integrative potential of the concept is lost. Sociai Competence of Undergraduate
male students are more than Undergraduate femate students. It may be due to thef nigh Social Appiciation
ability, Social Skills, Sociat Involvement, Social Leadership, Social AcceptabilityiSocial Authority, and
Adult-Resource Exploiability etc. Social Competence of Undergraduate-Urban students are more than
Undergaduate Rural students. It may be due to their high Social Maturity, Social Commiment, Socio-
Emotional Integrity, Social Involvement, Social Respectability, Social Cooperation, SocialAcceptability,
Social Tolerance, Social Competition" Pro-SocialAttitude and Composite Social Competence etc.

Computer attifude is detemrining constructs of success with computer related work. These factors
are ComputerAnxiety, Computer Confidence, Computer Interest, and Less Utilization of Computer and its
peripherals. There is no significant difference in the auitude towards computer on the basis of gender. This
may be due to the reason that these factors are almost similar arnong male and female students. These
factors may be responsible for the difference in the attitude towards computer of Urban and Rural students.
So computer attitude should be improved and computer anxiety should be minimized inorderto enhance
the learning process and reduce computer resistance. It was found that, although an insfigment can still
appear to be internally consisten! it may have differerrt factors than originatly intended by the compilers.
Conclusion

The findings of this research has shown that effective management of personality variables like
social competence and attitude towards computer could significant$ fredict how learners will relate to the
computer, their persistence at studying computing and its allied courses as well as the development of
interest in computer and computer related vocations. It may be possible by counseling them in gender
relations to vocationl and knowledge acquisitioq usefulness of computers to students in At netas oistudy,
counseling for confidence in handling computer and overcoming anxiety when using it. Ifttrese *r propoiy
ft?ntrgd, students attitude towards computer, computing and compuier vocationi will be improvj and
many more will like to be involved in adopting computers and computing as a tool in the gloUal march
towards computerization and technological advancement.

Educational Implication of the study

Present study suggests that institutions, counselors and vocational guidance specialists have important
roles to play in developing positive attitude towards computer among Undeqgraduate students. This study
also suggests that the psychological basis of gender differences and contibution ofthese factors require the
attention ofresearchers as this will enable school counselors to design appropriate guidance and counseling
programs which could be tailored towards improved social competence. Furttrer, itrsveals that Und€rgraduate
students should develop the art of managing relations in peers and society so that, they can see the brighter
side of any situation to put new ideas and discuss these ideas and discuss these ideaswith peers.
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